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ROY COOPER 

GOVERNOR 

July 16, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORD ER NO. 151 

EXT ENSION OF PHASE 2 MEASURES 
TO SAVE LIVES IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Background Statement 

The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 11 6 which 
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the State's response and protective actions to 
address the Coronavirus Disease 2019 ("COVID-19") public health emergency and provide for 
the health, safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a 
global pandemic; and 

W HEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued an emergency 
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Colum bia, retroactive to March I, 
2020, and the President declared that the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a 
national emergency; and 

W HEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President approved a Major Disaster Declaration, 
FEMA-4487-DR, for the State of North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, in respondi ng to the COVID-19 pandemic, and fo r the purpose of 
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the people of North Carolina, the undersigned has 
issued Executive Order Nos. 116- 122, 124-125, 129- 13 1, 133-136, 138- 144, and 146- 150; and 

WHEREAS, more than ninety-three thousand people in North Carolina have had 
laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID- 19, and over fifteen hundred people in North Carolina 
have died from the disease; and 

The Need to Extend Executive Order No. 14 1 

WHEREAS, hospital administrators and health care providers have expressed concerns 
that unless the spread of COVID- 19 is limited, existi ng health care faci lities may be insufficient 
to care for those who become sick; and 

WHEREAS, slowing and controlling community spread of COVID- 19 is critical to 
ensuring that the state's healthcare fac il ities remai n able to accommodate those who require 
medical assistance; and 









Operations, available at files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/NCDHHS-Interim-Guidance­
for-Fitness-Center-and-Gym-Settings.pdf, and the Statement Regarding June 5, 2020 Letter from 
the North Carolina Department of Justice, available at 
files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/DHHS-Statement-on-DOJ-Letter-Medical-Exception-

FINAL.pdf. 

These June 29 guidance documents represent the w1dersigned's interpretation of Executive Order 
No. 141 , as amended. Any medical exception to Executive Order No. 141 allowing use of the 
indoor areas of exercise facilities, gyms, and fitness facilities is limited as stated in the June 29 
guidance documents. These limitations include the requirement that each patron using the 
medical exception must present to an exercise faci li ty, gym, or fitness facility a medical or health 
care provider's note or other written communication to confirm that each patron' s use is 

prescribed or directed by a medical or health care provider. 

To the extent that exercise facilities, gyms, and fitness facilities are currently operating to serve 
patrons under the limited medical exception above, they must do so in compliance with the 
NCDHHS Interim Guidance for Fitness Centers and Gym Settings with Limited Operations, 
available at files .nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/NCDHHS-Interim-Guidance-for-Fitness­

Center-and-Gym-Settings.pdf. 

Section III. Clarification to Restrictions on Parties and Receptions. 

Section 7 of Executive Order No. 141 is amended to add the following subsection. 

E. Limit on Receptions or Parties. Parties and receptions, like a ll other private events 
or convenings which are not excepted from the prohibition on Mass Gatherings, are 
limi ted to the Mass Gathering limit of ten ( 10) people indoors or twenty-five (25) 
people outdoors. This limit appl ies regard less whether the event takes place in a 
restaurant, in a conference center, in a hotel ballroom, in a venue that is used 
exclusively for receptions or parties, or in some other space open under this Executive 

Order. 

Section 8(A) of Executive Order No. 141 is amended to remove the text "Venues for Receptions 
or Parties." These venues may open, but they are limited to the Mass Gathering limit stated 
above. 

Section IV. Extension of Price Gouging Period. 

Section 11 of Executive Order No. 141 is amended to read as fol lows: 

Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.23, the undersigned extends the 
prohibition against excessive pricing, as provided in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 75-37 and 75-38, 
from the issuance of Executive Order No. 11 6 through 5:00 pm on August 7, 2020. 

The undersigned further hereby encourages the North Carolina Attorney General 
to use all resources avai lable to monitor reports of abusive trade practices towards 
consumers and make readily available opportunities to report to the public any price 
gouging and unfair or deceptive trade practices under Chapter 75 of the No11h Carolina 
General Statutes. 

Section V. Effective Date. 

This Executive Order is effective at 5:00 pm on July 17, 2020. This Executive Order 
shall remain in effect through 5:00 pm on August 7, 2020 unless repealed, replaced, or rescinded 
by another applicable Executive Order. An Executive Order rescinding the Declaration of the 
State of Emergency wi ll automatically rescind thi s Executive Order. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Section and Section 16 of Executive Order No. 
14 1, any statewide stand ing order for COVID-1 9 testing issued by the State Health Director 
under Section 9.5 of Executive Order No. 141 (as added by Section III of Executive Order No. 
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